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' . AN 
' ORDINA TION SERMON. 


MaTTHEw ad Chap. ↄth & 1oth Verſes. 


When they had beard the king, they departed; and 
Io, the Star which they ſaw in the eaſt, went 
before them, till it came and flood over where 
the young child was. 
When they ſaw the Star, they rejoiced with 


exceeding great joy. 


I we believe all ſcripture to be given by Inſpiration 
of God, we muſt likewiſe believe that every part 
of it is calculated to promote religion and happineſs 
among mankind that no part of it is without its uſe 
in forming the moral and chriſtian character, and in 
regulating the life and converſation of the citizen of 
Zion. The ſcripture contains ſuch a glorious ſyſtem 
of divine truth, that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furniſhed unto all good works.“ Even 
thoſe parts of the ſacred Volume which contain hiſ- 
—. facts facts which took place in the remote 
ages of antiquity, ſuggeſt to us ſome important prac- 
tical truths, and point out the line of conduct we ought 
to purſue under ſimilar circumſtances. This conſide- 
ration, I truſt, will juſtify me in the choice of the words 
now read as the . of a Diſcourſe on this 

7 ſolemnity. 


6 


ſolemnity. This paſſage contains an account of an 
extraordinary Star, which guided the Eaſtern Sages to 
the great Meſſias. This Star had made it's appearance 
0 _ in their native land, announcing the birth of 

eſus. a 


On ſeeing this Star, and knowing its deſign, theß 
leſt their native land, and came to Jeruſalem, « Saying 
Where is he that is born king o%the Jews? for we 
have ſeen his Star in the eaſt, and are come to worſhip 
him.” This enquiry, founded on ſuch an extraordi- 
nary appearance, was the occaſion of much trouble and 
eee ty to Herod and the inhabitants of Jeruſalem. 
erod, in particular, was ſo troubled, that he aſſembled 
the chief prieſts and ſcribes, and « demanded of them 
where Chriſt ſhould be born.” And « when he had 
privily called the wiſe men, he enquired of them dili- 
gently what time the Star appeared.” Having ſatis- 
fied himſelf reſpecting the place and time of the birth 
of Chriſt, he directed the Eaſtern Magi to make a 
diligent ſearch for the-child, and when they had faund 
him, to bring him word. This he did with a pretence 
that he deſired to join with them in the worſhip of the 
Infant Saviour. When theſe wiſe men had heard this 


7 


direction from the King, they departed in queſt of the 


young child, and, to their ſurprize, © the Star which 
they ſaw in the eaſt,” and which, it ſeems, for a time, 
had diſappeared, © went before them, till it came and 
ſtood over where the young child was. When they 
ſaw the Star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.“ 


From this view of that great event it is evident that 
the Star mentioned in the text was deſigned to point 
out to the Eaſtern Sages the time and place of the birth 
of Chriſt. . Whether they had ſome traditional know- 
ledge of the prophecy of Balaam, who, long before 
had predicted, © there ſhall come a Star out of Jacob, 
and a Sceptre ſha!l riſe out of Iſrael;“ or, n 


7 
God made uſe of ſome other method, to teach them 
the deſign of this appearance, it is not for us at preſent 
to enquire. Certain it is that they knew the deſign 
of this appearance, and regulated their conduct ace 
cordingly.-, . . |, 0's 
Axorurx 2 ariſes, more pertinent to our 
preſent purpoſe; which is, why God ſhould make uſt 
of a Star to direct theſe people to Chriſt? This en- 
quiry will lead us to the reaſon, and will be a further 
vindication of the choice of theſe words on this occa- 
fion.——The reaſon why God made uſe of this ap- 
pearance to direct theſe men to Chriſt may be, becauſe 
there is a fit reſemblance between a Star and a Mints 
ſter of the Goſpel. That there is ſuch a reſemblance, 
. we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, when we conſider, that, 
in the Revelation of St. John, the ſeven Stars in Chriſt's 
right hand are expreſsly called the Angels, or Mini- 
ſters of the ſeven churches.* Th 8 


. From theſe introductory obſervations we may caſily 
ſee, that there is a reſemblance between Stars in ge- 
neral and this Star in particular, and a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel. And the readineſs of the Eaſtern Wiſemen 
to follow the Star, and their joy on the occaſion, may 
point out the duty of a-people, at the introduction of 
a" Goſpel Miniſter among them, and the diſpoſition 
with which they ought to receive him and attend on 
his miniſtry. My buſineſs therefore in the enſuing 
Diſcourſe ſhall be, cations eh } 


„ 


I. To point out the reſemblance that there is between 
Stars in general and the Star mentioned in the 

Text in particular, and a Chriſtian Miniſter. 
IT. Tur duty and diſpoſition of a people, when a 
Goſpel-Miniſter 43 amchg them. 


0 Rev. i. 20. 


8 

Mr He, who holds the Stars in his right hand, 
impreſs our minds with a ſenſe of duty while I diſ- 
courſe on theſe important points RE 


1. I am to point out the reſemblance that there is 
between Stars in general and the Star mentioned in 
the Text in particular, and a Chriſtian Miniſter, 


Axp the fff particular that preſents itſelf to our 
conſideration, in which this reſemblance appears, is 
the exalted ſtation which the Stars occupy reſpecting 
this world. They are placed in the heavens, far 
above this terreſtial globe. On this account they are 
called the Stars of heaven, the Stars of God, &c. 


 StMILAR to this is the ſtation and office of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel. They ſuſtain a high, a dig- 
nified office, among mankind. It is probably on ac- 
count of the dignity of their office, that. they have the 
title of Stars in the Revelation of St. John, and the 
prophecy of Daniel: Where their ſuppreſſion by 4 
| corrupt 


1 The word Star ſeems to be uſed ia ſcripture with application 
to the Planets and fixed Stars indiſcriminately. As they are 
not diſtinguiſhed in the inſpired writings, the Author did not 
think it neceſſary to attend to the diſtinction in this diſcourſe. 
Nor was it thought neceſſary to give a philoſophical account 
of the Star mentioned in the text. It is ſufficient for the 
deſign of this diſcourſe, that it is called a Star, and that it 
anſwered the purpoſe of directing the eaſtern Sages to Chriſt. 

It is thought proper to add here, that the Author has lately 
heard, that there is'a diſcourſe in print, written by Dr. Gay, 
in which the parallel is run between Stars and Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, ia a manner ſimilar to the method of 0. Left this 

ſhould occaſion ſuſpicion, that the leading ideas of th diſcourſe 
were copied from that, the Author takes this opportunity to 
obſerve, that he has never ſeen that ſermon, and never heard 
1 theſe thoughts in it, till ſince this was 

yer | 7 | 


corrupt adminiſtration of civil authority, is compared 
to the fall of - thoſe luminaries from their orbits. 
„This is a true ſaying,” ſays the Apoſtle, “ If a man 
deſire the office of a Biſhop, he deſireth a good work.” 
The ſame. Apoſtle directs to great reſpect and eſteem 
for thoſe who faithfully diſcharge the office of a 
Chriſtian-Miniſter. © Let the Elders that rule well 
be counted worthy of double honour, eſpecially they 
who labour in word and doctrine.”  & Eſteem them 
highly in love for their works ſake.” Theſe directions 
plainly point out the excellency and dignity: of the Mi- 
niſterial office ;—that they who faithtully diſcharge it's 
duties are worthy of the higheſt eſteem and affection. 

; 2 rn 


Bur this will more fully appear, if we attend to thè 
nature and deſign of the Miniſterial office. The 
Chriſtian Miniſter is an Ambaſſador for Chriſt.—“ The 
Meſſenger of the LORD of hoſts. It is eſteemed an 
honour. to be an Ambaſſador for an earthly Prince; 
and if this is an office of honour, on account of the 
dignity of the Prince from whom he receives his autho- 
rity; how much more honourable is the office of the 
Chriſtian Miniſter, who is an Anibaſſador for Him who 
is infinitely 1 to the greateſt carthly monarch 2 
The Goſpel Miniſter. is entruſted -witt:a meſſage from 
the King of kings Ahe derives his authority from the 
court of Heaven. To him is committed the word of 
recoriciliation ;to publiſh the glad tidings of peace 
on earth, and good will towards men. How exalted 
then is the ſtation; how dignified the office! of the 
Goſpel,Miniſter ; Is not the office of royal Ambaſſa- 
dors, nay, of kings] themſelves, inferior to theirs} Who 
are intruſted witha meſſage from tie curt of Heaven 
=—an embaſſy from the Prince of Peace??? 
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2d. Tur Stars are regular and uniform in their mo- 
tions. Though they may move in elliptical and ſcem- 
ingly eccentric orbits; yet an exact uniformity, and a 
re harmony is preſerved in all their motions. 
Thoſe, which ,are diffonered to have any real motion, 
are known to revalve arqund a common centre ;—they 
perform regular revolutions around the Sun. 


- Trvs it is with the Miniſters of the They 
will be regular and uniform in their conduct and in 
their doctrine. Having received Chrift Jeſus the 
Lord themſelves, they will make it their care to walk 
in him. They will regularly obſerve the duties of 
piety and devotion towards God, juſtice, benevolence 
and charity towards men, and ſobriety, temperance 
and chaſtity reſpecting themſelves. They will live in the 
regular, uniform exerciſe of all the moral and chriftian 
virtues. Their conduct will be @ tranſcript, —a prac- 
tical delineation of the truths of the Goſpel. They 
will be * examples of believers in word, in canverſa.. 
tion, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity.” In all 
things ſhewing themſelves rns of good works.” 
hy A Biſhop muſt be blameleſs, the huſband of one wife, 
vigilant, ſober, of good behaviour, given to hoſpitality, 
2 not given to wine, no ſtriker, not greedy 
of filthy lucre, but patient, not a brawler, not cove- 
tous.“ He muſt regularly and unifarmly practiſe all 
the moral and chriſtian virtues, with that eaſe and 
firmneſs, which would diſcover the law of God written 
Bur his regularity and uniformity will not be con- 
fined to his private conduct. The ſame will be ob- 
ſerved in his public adminiſtrations. He will preach 
a regular, harmonious ſyſtem of truths, taken from 
thoſe lively oracles which God has committed to man- 
kind. In his doctrine he will not be r 


LI 


Star a temporary meteor which paſſes la . thro? 
the air. He will not be ſo unſtable, as tg: 

to and fro, and. carried about with every, "wind. of 
doctrine. He will not vary bis dectrine w 

turn of the times,—aſſerting a propoſition or trut 
to-day, and to-morrow renoune ing it as a- falſehood. 
But whatever may be the change of the times, Har 
ever the cavillings- the truth, or perſteution on 
account of ſound doctrine : he will continne to preactv 
a uniform ſyſtem of Goſpel- truths, * carnefily contend-. 
ing for the faith once delivered. unto the ſaints.” | 


Nor that the Minifter . mould de tied donn by 
creeds and confeſſions ta a ſyſtem of human invention, 
—Not that he ſhould be forbidden to examine for him 
5 or even to reject ſuch things, however: 

teat names, as a to him contrary to the. 
octrines of Chriſt. is would. be ſuch a confine 
ons as would in a great meaſute prevent, his 
ing himſelk, and being profitable to others... Bur what, 
is meant by the foregoing obſervations is, that, ha will, 
not renounce; what is generally received, Ks 51 
without ſufficient evidence of its 
will firmly adhere to, and ſtre aſſert the prog 
tial, fundamental doctrines of the Goſpel. 


Bor though he will not labour to introduce afyſtem 
of doctrines in appoſition to thoſe which are commonly 
received; yet he will not embrace and preach any. 
thing for play ſimply becauſe others, have afferted. it, 

—* teaching for doctrine. the commandments of men. 
But his doctrines will be ſo arranged, and his conduct. 
ſo regulated, as to point. to Ins as their centre 


3d. STars are luminous. They contain lig ; 
are illuminated-themſetves and communicate li t bn. 
other things. Their light is extended to, this globe, 
diſpelling the darkneſs” which would ae 4h 
| P 
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ſpread the earth. directing the courfe of the benighted 
traveller. By their kindly. beams the tempeſt-beaten 
mariner, worn with the toils and fatigues of the ocean, 
is directed to the deſired haven. | 9 


. Taz ſame may be ſaid of Goſpel-Miniſters. They 
muſt have the light of truth impreſſed on their - own 
minds. If they would diffuſe the light of truth among 
others they muſt have the truth fixed and} rooted in 
their own hearts. They muſt be the children of light 
themſelves. . If their own minds are not illuminated 
with divine truth; “ If the light that is in them be 
darkneſs, how great is that darkneſs ! It cannot be 
expected that they ſhould profitably ſpread light around 
them, unleſs their own minds are irradiated with the 
beams of Goſpel truth. They will be like blind lea- 
ders of the blind; and there is the utmoſt danger 
that both the leaders, and thoſe who are led, will tall 
together into the ditch :—that they will wander them-. 
ſelves, and lead others into endleſs mazes of error and 
confufion, if not to final deſtructon. Their light will 
operate to their own advantage as well as to that of 
others. They will not be like a Beacon, which holds 
a lamp for the. direction without illuminating itſelf ; 
but like a heavenly luminary, which is irradiated itſelf 


with the ſame beams which it communicates to others, 


Bor this light, however neceſſary that it ſhould irra- 
diate their own minds, is not to be confined to them 
ſelves. It is to be communicated to others for their 
direction in the ways of truth and piety. Havi 
received the truth into their minds, they are to r 
its light where- ever they may be called to labour. 
« Ye are the light of the world,” ſays Chriſt. Nei- 
ther do men light a candle, and put it under a buſhel : 
but en a candleſtick, and it giveth light unto all 
that are in the houſe. Let your light ſo ſhine before 

| men, 
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men, that they may ſee your good works, and glorify 
your Father which is in heaven.” They Thoul ſhine 
like heavenly luminaries, diffuſing their ſweet, attrac- 
tive influences on all around them. © The Prieſt's lips 
ſhould keep-knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the law 
at his mouth.“ He ſhould, have a fund of: xeligious 
truth in his aun mind; he:ſhould be; well furniſhed 
with ſpiritual, and minifferial knowledge ; that being 
thus * inſtryCted unto che Kingdom of hea ven, he may 
bring forth out of his treaſure things new. and old.“ 
He ſhould be ſo ſkilled in the doctrines of the Golpel 
as to adapt his diſcourſes to the circumſtances of his 
hearers, —to. diſpel the clouds of ignorance from the 
minds of the ſtupid, to detect the fallacy of theig 
refuges of lies, to ſtrip the Wfa ige proſeſſo 
of his fair diſguiſes. and to adminiſter the oil 0 
_ conſolation to the broken and contrite heart. His 
light ſhould be ſuch as to awaken the attention of the 
thoughtleſs,—to' explore the ſecret receſſes of the 
human heart, to diſcover the latent ſeeds of fin, 
——and to trace the operation of the carnal mind, in 


7 1 


All its various forms. 


192 ITE ) 
: 
1 7 11 


As it is the province of light to diſcover the con- 
nexions and dependencies of things, as well as the. 
things themſelves; ſo the Goſpel-Minifter will point 
out the conſtituted, the neceſſary connexion between 
virtue and happineſs, vice and miſery that happi= 
neſs is the natural offspring of virtue, and miſery the 
true deſcendant of vice. Sin when it is finiſhed 
bringeth forth death. He will repreſent the wrath 
of God denounced againſt ſinners, — pointing out their 
dangerous, their awhal fituation, while deſtitute of an 
| Intereſt in the merits of redemption ; that they are 
* condemned already and the wrath of God abideth““ 
on them that unleſs repentance take place, they muſt 
fink in the gulph of divine vengeance, 

c Under 


— 


“Under that boiling ocean wrapt in chains; 
« There to converfe with everlaſting groans, 
« Unreſpited, unpitied, unreprieved, 

« Ages of hopeleſs end.” 


Bur while he is unfolding the terrors of the Lord 
againſt the wicked, he will not forget to direct the 
trembling ſoul to Jeſus, the Mediator of the new cove- 
nant ;—the only ſupport of a wounded fpirit—the 
only way to the — manſions the only door 
to the abodes of bliſs. He will point out the path 
of duty to thoſe who are enquiring the way to Zion; 
and thoſe, who are oppreſſed with a ſenſe of the nature 
and deſert of fin, he will direct to the atoning © blood 
of Chriſt, which cleanſeth from all ſin.“ He wilf 
invite finners to receive Jeſus as their only Saviour, — 
to walk in him while in this toilſome world, to per- 
fevere in the ways of piety and religion, till they arrive 
at the haven of everlaſting reſt. _ 


Tust truths the Chriſtian-Miniſter will preach, 
theſe directions he will give, with all plainneſs and 


ſimplicity, — according to the directions 
he gives to others, diſcovering by his preaching and 
e hidden things of 


— that he has ! renounced t 
iſhoneſty, not walking in craftineſs, nor handling the 
word of God deceitfully, but, by manifeſtation of the 
truth, commending himſelf to every man's conſcience 
in the fight of God.” He will diſplay a ſteady, uni- 
form light, not like a meteor which leads: travellers 
into bogs and moraſſes; but guiding his hearers to 
the manſions of everlaſting day. In doctrine ſhew.. 
ing uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech that 
cannot be condemned.” 


4th. AND 


— 


„ 
ach. Ant as 4 conſ e of the former, Gears are 
expoſed to view. Their ſituation is ſo exalted, and they 


are ſo luminous, that they are expoſed to the inſpection 
and obſcrvation of all who will attend. | 


So it is with the Miniſters of the Goſpel. They are 
placed in an exalted ſtation, as the light of the world, 
in open view of all obſervers. © Ye are the light of 
the world,” ſays our Saviour,“ A city that is ſet on an 
hill cannot be hid.” We are made a ſpectacle to the 
world, fays St. Paul, and to angels, and to men.” On 
account of their public ſtation and employment, it 
may naturally be expected, that all their motions wilt 
be ftrictly obſerved, their conduct narrowly inſpected, 
and their character examined with the moſt ſcruti- 
nizing attention. | 

Bur though people will be ſo particular in marki 
the character and conduct of the Minifters af the Gol. 
pel ; yet we are not to expect from them the candour 
and impartiality which ought to be uſed. Their faults 
will be ſwelled by the malicious whiſper of envy and 
ſlander to an enormous ſize. Even that which would 
be eſteemed a venial ſlip in others, in them will be 
deemed an almoſt unpardonable crime. While the 
eye of jealouſy and envy is conſtantly fixed on their 
conduct, narrowly watching for every flip, the tongue 
of ſlander is ready to publiſh the failure, (if any ap- 
pears) with all the aggravation that malice can invent. 


Berxo thus ſed to view, it will be the duty and 
wiſdom of Miniſters to obſerve the ſtricteſt morality 
and prudence in all their conduct, to be wiſe as ſer- 
pents, and harmleſs as doves r no occaſion 
to the enemy to ſpeak reproachfully or blaſpheme ;— 
«ſtudying to ſhew themſelves, by their conduct and 
doctrine, approved unto God, workmen that need not 
to be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.“ 
sch. STARS 


t6 


th. STARS are R N * the ex 
anſe of heaven. ey diſplay a luſtre, a brilliancy 

| oak the celeſtial arch. 2 p TY ST ind 
Taz ſame may be faid of the Miniſters of the Goſpel. 
They. are the beauty and glory of a ſociety. © How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that 
bringeth good tidings, that publiſheth , peace, that 
bringeth good tidings of good, that publitheth ſalva- 
tion, that ſaith unto Zion, thy God reigneth. Hp 
beautiful are the feet of them that preach the Goſpel of 
peace, and bring glad tidings of good things. They are 
the ornament and dignity of civilized nations. It is 
princely by their means that civilized nations are diſ- 
inguiſhed from heathens and barbarians. The Goſpel- 
miniſtry, aided by the civil magiſtracy, maintains and 
ſupports the dignity and ſuperiority of the more re- 
fined and poliſhed nations above the favages of the 
wilderneſs. Without a Goſpel miniſtry, Ariſtianity 
cannot ordinarily long ſubſiſt in a community; and 
without chriſtianity, civilization will ſoon degenerate: 


th. Tuouch the Stars are all beautiful: yet they 
differ from each other in their appearance. One 
Star differeth from another Star in glory.“ | 


Tuts fitly reprefents the difference that obtains 
N the Miniſters of the Goſpel. Though they 
may be genuine Preachers of the truth as it ig in 
Jeſus ; yet there is a vaſt difference in their manner 
of preaching, and in the fame and glory which they 
acquire among mankind. * There are diverſities of 
gifts, but the ſame ſpirit. And there are differences 
of adminiſtrations, but the ſame Lord. And there are 
diverſities of operations, but the ſame God, which wor- 
eth all in all.” The ſame Spirit operates diverſly in 


different perſons, qualifying them for different ſervices 
0 in 
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in the church. Paul, Apollos, and Cephas, were led 
by the ſame Spirit, engaged in the ſame cauſe, and 
rſuing the ſame end. Yet their manner of preach- 


ing was very different ſo different as to lead people 


to form parties, and to call themſelves by their reſpec- 
tive names; ſaying, * I am of Paul, and I of Apollos, 
and I of Cephas.” One party, it is pfobable, was 
pleaſed with the cloſe, connected reaſoning of Paul; 
another was won by the ſweet perſuaſive elaquence o 
Apollos ; and another was captivated by the boldneſs 
and fervor of Peter's zeal. And the diverſities of gifts 
among, Preachers at the preſent. day are ſimilar to 
what they were in the Apoſtles* days, and have tnuc 

the fame effect on their hearers. They are attach. 

to different Names, and have formed different parties, 
to the great inconvenience of their Teachers, and to 
the obſtruction of the prevalence of truth. 


: Tyrs party-ſpirit however is hot the native growth 
of Goſptlarath. It proceeds from the luſts and cor- 
ruptions of the human heart, from which all wars and 
hghtings take their oO RR „ AD 

Bor if this party- ſpirit is ſinful in the hearers, how 
much more ſinful is it, that this diverſity ſhould pro- 
duce animoſity among the Miniſters themſelves? Th 

difference among the Stars in magnitude and glory 
produces no diſcord or confuſion in their courſes and 
revolutions. Nor did the different parts the Apoſtles 
were to act cauſe any contention and wrath among 
them. No more ſhould the diverſities of gifts cau 

enyy and ſtrife among the Miniſters” of Chriſt at the 
* preſent day. If we were united in af/tection, the dif- 
ferences of adminiſtrations, and even the diverſities of 
ſentiments, where the eſſence of Chriſtianity is pre- 
ferved, inſtead of being injurious, might be favourable 
to the cauſe of religion. . exerciſe * 
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and wrath towards, each other, we cauſe a ſchiſm in 
the body, of Chriſt, and effectually pull down the cauſe 
we profeſs to ſupport. Such a contention between 
brethren, on account of ſome little diverſities, reſem- 
bles a contention between the members of the body 
natural on account of their different uſes in the animal 
economy. As if * the eye ſhould ſay to the hand, I 
have no need of thee ; or the head to the feet, I have 


no need of you,” . 


Ith. Tur Star mentioned in the Text was deſigned 
to lead the Eaſtern Sages to Chriſt.” They diſcovered 
it in their native land, as a token of the Meſſiah's 
birth ; and when they had obtained what intelligence 
they could reſpecting this great event, Lo the Star 
went before them, it came and ſtood over where 
the young child was.” Its ſpecial deſign was to point 
out to them the bleſſed Redeemer. It directed them 
to the place where the young child, the infant Saviour 
was to be found. | | 


Tats Star therefore ſtrikingly points out the lead- 
ing, the principal duty of the Chriſtian Miniſter. 
The deſign of his miniſtry, the end and aim of all his 
labours ſhould be to lead ſinners to Chriſt, For this 
he ſhould ſtudy, for this he ſhould preach, and for this 
he ſhould pray. In this he ſhould be willing to 
« ſpend and be ſpent.” In this ſhould all his labours 
centre, as the point, without the attainment of which 
he will labour in vain and ſpend his ſtrength for 
nought. To the accompliſhment of this great pur- 
poſe he ſhould devote his private ſtudies and public 
ſervices ;—labouring to diſpel the miſts of prejudice ' 
and error from the minds of his hearers, that they may 
ſee the glory and beauty of Jeſus the Redeemer. In 


this he ſhould be engaged with that earneſtneſs and 


zeal, which becomes one who is intruſted with the 
care 
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heart —and for whom he muſt give account. For 
them he ſhould employ his moſt vigorous exextions— 
his moſt conſtant Jabours—and as Paul fays of the 


Galatians, he ſhould even “ travail in birth of them 


till Chriſt be formed in them.” He fhould' preach 
not himſelf, but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, —not to diſplay 
his own abilities and eloquence; but to direct finners. 

to Chriſt. © l 

Bor in order to lead ſinners to Chriſt, it is neceſſary 

that ſome other doctrines ſhould previouſly be under- 


ſtood. Particularly they muſt be taught the exiſtence 


of God. This is. at the foundation of all religion. 


It would be uſeleſs to direct ſinners to Chriſt as the 
Mediator between God and man, while they did not 
believe in the exiſtence of God. But this truth is ſo 

deeply .engraven on the works of nature, that a perſon. 


of common underſtanding can hardly be thought 
ignorant of it. 1. 5 


4 ” 


- 


by Chriſt, the Chriſtian-Miniſter will preach the doc- 


trine of man's apoſtacy—the original lapſe and the 


whole train of moral as well ag natural evils which are 


conſequent upon his firſt degeneracy. The alienation 


of the heart from God—the enmity of the carnal mind 
—the univerſal depravation of the mental powers—the 
* Inability of man, independent of the Goſpel, to reſtore 
himſelf to the favour and friendſhip of God, are doc- 
trines ſo plainly taught in the inſpired writings, and 
are ſo evidently at the foundation of the Chriſtian 
ſcheme, that the Goſpel-Miniſter cannot with any: 
ref als them over in filence. He cannot con- 
iſtently direct men to Chriſt without introducing 
— * Fepreſentang the true ſtate and character of 


ma o what purpoſe can the Miniſter call up- 
— 


As a further | reparatory to the docttine of ſalvation, 
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on his hearers to be reconciled to God through Chriſt, 
if there is no alienation of heart? To what purpoſe 
are they, directed to look to God through Cri for 
the purifying influences of the ſpirit, if there is no pol- 
lution? And if they are originally and independently 
able to ſave theraſelves, why are they directed to truſt in 
- Chritt for ſalvation 2 „Such is the pride, of the human 
cart, ſuch its averſion to dependence, that it never will 
be prevailed upon to truſt in another for aſſiſtante, while 
there is a belief of ſelf ſulliciency. In order to ſee the 
neneſtity of the great Phyſici in they muftbe taught that 
they arc fhritually ick. They that are whole need not 
a Phyſician, but they that are ſiok.“ ' And a · ſancied 
ſoundneſs will as effectually prevent their making ap- 
plication to the Phyſician as that which is real. It is 
therefore the Chriſtian-Minifter's duty to point out to 
his hearers their true ſtate and character teachipg ſin- 
ners that they are morally defiled that they are under 
the reigning power of fin—* The whole head is ſic k, 
and the whole heart faint. From the ſole of the foot, 
even unto the head, there is no ſoundneſs in it; but 

wounds and bruiſes, and putrifying ſores,” 


T11s view of the ſtate and character of ſinners will 
evince the propriety of that zeal and pathos - which 
ought to be uſed in inviting finners to Chriſt, It will 
give a conſiſtency to the Preacher's conduct, while he 
makes it his principal object to direct ſinners to Chriſt, 
the only Name under heaven given among men 
whereby they muſt be faved.” “ 


Wrra this view of their ſtate he may earneſtly and 
1 urge ſinners to apply to Jeſus the great 
hyſician of ſouls, for the healing of all their ſpiri- 
tual maladies. With this view he may conſiſtently 
direct them to Chriſt as the fountain, in which they 
may be purified from all filthineſs of fleth and ſpirit, 


and 
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and be cleanſed from all unrighteouſneſs. He will paint 
out” to thgm the all- ſufficiency of Jeſus,--ſhewing that 
he is, altogether ſuitable and every way qualified to. 
ſave-ſinners,—-that it was the deſign of his miſſion 
to ſeek and to fave that Which was loſt,—-that he has, 
magnified the law, and made ãt honourable, —brought 
in everlaſting righteouſneſs, and ſo opened a door 


for ſovereign mercy to flow down to guilty mortals, 5 


He will, alſo point out the all- ſufficiency of the 
atonement——that it is adapted to the ate and cir- 
cumſtances of ſinners; He will preach the ſuffering; 
and death Sf Chriſt for our ſal vation, —chat while we 
were yet without ſtrength, in due time Chriſt died for 
the ungodly, — that the ſword of incenſed vengeance 
was ſheathed in the boſom of our deareſt Lord. 
that he ſhed his blood, his moſt precious blood, to 
ſave {inners from deſerved ruin. | 


Tuts will lead him to treat of the beauty and glory 
of the Mediator's character, his meckneſs, humility 
and condeſcenſion, in undertaking and performing the 
reat work of man's redemption, ——eſpecially the 
ve, the- unbounded love which he diſplayed when 
he made his ſoul an offering for ſin.“ Love which 
paſſeth knowledge“ r 


Ix treating of the excellency of the mediatorial cha- 
tacter, the Miniſter will not forget to mention the 
various offices which Chriſt ſuſtains,-—that he is the 
Prophet to inſtruct, the Prieſt to make atonement and 
interceſſion, and King to rule in and reign over his 
Fr he is infinitely beautiful and lovely in 

is perſon and in his offices, . that he is worthy of the 
higheſt eſteem and affection of all intelligences. He 
1 5 among ten thouſand; he is altogether 
vely,'? "x0 | 
| But 
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Bor in e finners to Chriſt it wile pecu- 
liarly the duty of the Minifter to point out che man- 


ner in which they can become intereſted in his merits. 
When the trembling Jaylor enquired of Paul and Silas, 


„What ſhall I do to be ſayed ?” They not only di- 


rected him where his help was to be found; but hen 
he was to apply: “Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved.” They directed him to the 
exerciſe of faith in Chriſt, Faith is the conſtituted 
bond of union betwen Chriſt and the ſoul. Faith 
which worketh by love and repentance unto life are 
eſſential to the Chriſtian character. Without theſe 
ſinners can have no intereſt in the hlood of Chriſt. 
His righteous life and bitter death will avail them 
nothing, unleſs they embrace him for their Saviour 


- renounce their allegiance to the God of this world, 


take up their croſs, and follow him. : 
Tux Goſpel-Miniſter will alſo perſuade ſinners to 
come to Chriſt by the moſt tender and alluring argu- 
ments, —-ſhewing the readinefs of Chriſt to receive 
them, his tender compaſſion for the humble peni- 
tent, —that he wears the character of a Lamb in 
gentleneſs, and meckneſs,-—that his bowels melt 
with compaſſion over mankind. Thus will he labour 
to draw them with cords of a man, with bands of love. 


Bor while he is repreſenting Chriſt in theſe gentle 
characters, theſe winning titles, he will not forget to 
bring into view his office as final Judge; — ſhewing 
that all Judgment is committed to himm-—that he, 
who. now appears as the Lamb flain from the foun- 
dation of the world, will, one day, aſſume the form of 


the Lion of the tribe of Judah that he will ſeparate 

the righteous from the wicked, as a ſhepherd divideth 

his ſheep from the goats—that he will ſay to the 

wicked in the terror of his Majeſty, « Depart from 

me, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared — "wa 
| | . ev 


as the mercies of the Lord, he wi 
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devil and his angels. Thus knowing the terrors as well 
| I perſuade men., 

pointing out the power of his wrath as well as the, 
glory of his grace. IT 
Tus will the Goſpel-Miniſter, as the Star in the 
text, direct ſinners to Chriſt. And if he faithfully diſ- 


charge the duties of his office, —if he continues rightly 
to divide the word ot truth—perſeveting in his fidelity 
even unto death, he ſhall receive a crown of life. He 


is on earth a lively reſemblance of Jeſus, * the bright 
and morning Star; and when he has finiſhed his teſti- 
mony on earth, he ſhall ſhine as a Star of the firſt 
magnitude in the kingdom of our Redeemer. | * They 
that be wiſe ſhall ſhine as the brightneſs of the firma- 
ment, and they that turn many to righteouſneſs, as the 
Stars forever and LE O 


I paſs to conſider, " 


II. Taue duty and diſpoſition of a people when 2 
SGoſpel-Miniſter bs introdbced among them. 


Wurx the Wiſe men of the Faſt ſaw the Star men- 
tioned in the Text, they readily purſued in ſearch of 
Chriſt, to whom it directed. They left their native 
land, and came into Judea, enquiring for him who 


was born King of the Jews. Their readineſs to follow 


the Star does not appear to be to gratify a vairt curi- 
olity ; but to pay their homage to the infant Saviour. 
« We have ſeen his Star in the Eaſt, and are come 


to worſhip him.” „When they were come into the 


houſe, ,they ſaw the young child with Mary his 
mother, and fell down and worſhipped him.'* * 


Tur practice of theſe Eaſtern Sages: fitly repreſents 


the duty of a people, and the diſpoſition with which 


they. ought to receive a Goſpel-Miniſter. When 2 
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| Miniſter is introduced among them, they ſfiould be 


diſpoſed to follow his directions, eſpeciallythoſe which 
point out Chriſt to their ſouls, They ſhould be ready 
to leave their earthly treaſures and come to Chriſt, 
They ſhould attend on his miniſtry, not with a vain 
curioſity—to hear what the Babler has to ſay to hear 
the 1 and ingenuity of the Preacher; but to 
gain diſcoveries of the beauty and glory of the Re- 
leemer——that their faith may be ſtrengthened —— 
their love increaſed, and they prepared to worſhip him. 


_ Tar ſalvation of ſinners is obtainable only through 
Chriſt. On this account they ſhould be diligent in 
attending to the Iren diſpenſations of the word till 
Chriſt be formed in them. Faith cometh by hear- 
ing, and hearing by the word of God.“ They ought 
therefore to hear as for their lives—to take heed how 
they hear—and confider that the word preached will 
not profit them, unleſs it is mixed with faith in them 
that hear. They ſhould attend to the light of truth, 
which is diſpenſed by their Miniſter—purfue his di- 
rections and repair immediately to Jeſus, to whom 
the light directs, and through whom alone they can 
obtain ſalvation, and eternal life. EY" 1571081 


| 4129 
| Acain—*« When the Wiſe men in the Text ſaw the 


Star, they 1 with exceeding great joy.” Or, 


as it might have been more literally, though not ſo 
elegantly tranſlated, « They joyed a great joy exceed- 
ingly.” They were filled with raptures of joy, on 
ſeeing the Star directing them to Chriſt. - 


Tur ſame ought to be the diſpoſition of a people, 


when a Goſpel-Miniſter is introduced among them. 


They ſhould receive him as 1 gift of their 
aſcended Lord. They ſhould eſteem it as a token of 
God's favour to them as a people, and as a Gy 


the greateſt joy, the ſweeteſt conſolation they can re- 
ceive. The Goſpel:contains glad tidings of great joy 
to all people; and the opportunity they have to attend 
to the 1 — ſound under à ſtared miniſtry ſhould fill 
them Wich the higheſt ſatisfaction and delight. War- 
ever leads to Chriſt is: matter of joy, becauſe throught 
him alone can we obtain true happineſs. The Goſpel 
miniſtry is deſigned to lead ſinners to Chriſt their 
_ happineſs —the happineſs of their immortal 
EE: EE mY 3 
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Tuts joy however ſhould be ſomething more than a 
temporary exhilaration of the animal ſpirits a ſudden 
flaſh which ſoon ſuhſides. It ſhould be a ſteady, per- 
manent delight; which will carry them on to à fixed}, 
unſhaken friendſhip for the miniſtry, and a tender 
friendly regard to all who faithfully diſcharge its office. 
The Jews were willing for a. time to rejoice in the 
miniſtry of John the Baptiſt. “ He Was a burning 
und a ſhining light: and ye were willing for a ſeaſon 
to rejoice in his light?” But they did not exercife 
that fixed, ſteady Joy which his miniſtry was, calculated 
to excite. They did not purſue, the dictates of his 
light, and repair to 'Chriſt, ro whom it directed ; and 
therefore they are accuſed of neglecting his miniſtry: 
It is the duty of people therefore not only to be plea- 
led for a time in the Goſpel-miniſtry, but to rejoice 
in the light with a ſteady delight—with ſuch a joy as 
will lead them ta:obey its dictates and repair to Chriſt. 
ret frye ; 4632 "IrY : vt * 1 tity / 

Tuts 95 ſhould likewiſe be of an operative. nature. 
It ſhould lead them to a conſtant attendance on the 
labours of their Paſtor, and a ready contribution to his 
ſupport. If they delight in him—if they rejoice in 
his miniſtry, they will with the greateſt freedom con- 
tribute of their ſubſtance to his maintenance that he 
may have a comfortable ſubſiſtence among them: 


D « If 


- Candleſtick. 
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« If he ſows to them | ili things will 655 Sen 


it a great thing, if he ſhall reap their carnal things?“ 


« If they are made partakers of his ſpiritual things, 
their duty is to miniſter unto: him in. carnal! things.“ 
Let him that is taught inithe word communicate 
unto him that teacheth im all good. things,” If their 
Joy does not have this effect I; it is not the 
Joy they ought. to exerciſe... 


Tuvs I have mentioned * 3 in which there 
is a reſemblance'- -berweeen' Stars in general and the 
Star mentioned in the Text in ular, and a 
Chriſtian-Minifter;. I have likewiſe briefly hinted ar 


the duty of a Ser whon a anger is md 


among them ; +74 T 0 # 


A number of uſeful and i important. inferences m igh 
be deduced from what has been ſaid ; but t heſe.. mn 
give place to the addreſſes uſual and Proper? an. Juch 
occaſions as the preſent, And f 


1ſt, To the Candidate for whoſe induction to ics 


we are NOW convened 1 direct my 0 e e 


Reſpected and dear Sir, . — 


You are now about to be induited N * 


office of the Goſpel-miniſtry. In conjunction with 


one, who has long been a burning and a ſhining light 
you are about to be e as a Fer in is golden 


ont 


As you have choſen me to hy your public Monitot 


— this occaſion, you will ſuffer me, in faithful friend- 
8 — 74 to recommend to you fidelity and zeal in the 
diſcharge of your duty. Let me remind you of the 
dignity and ſolemnity of the office into which you are 
about to be inducted—the office of a aſp 


* 2 7 
Aan office in ſome reſ; the moſt honourable of 
any devolyed on man. this confideration ſuggeſt 
to you the importance of diligence and attention, left 
the miniſtry ſhould be brought into diſrepute by your 
neglect. Let the dignity of your ſtation excite in you 
a holy emulation to magnify your office to ſuſtain 
the real character, as well as the title of an Ambaſſador 
for Chriſt a Meſſenger of the Lord of hoſts. Let 
not this honour which you receive, with all Chriſtian 
Miniſters, excite pride in your heart, teſt you ſhould 
bring diſgrace on your profeſſion, and fall yourſelf into 
condemnation. Let humility and meeekneſs be diſ- 
tinguiſhed traits in your character; while with digni- 
ty and authority you perform the duty of an Ambaſſa- 
dor for Chriſt.— Lou muſt be ſenfible of the pro- 


priety of obſerving regularity and uniformity in your 
rivate converſation and —— ſervices. Let a regu- 
far harmony prevail in all your public diſcourſes ; and. 
let morality and religion mark the movements of your 
vate life;.-—You are about to be ſet up as a light 
in the world. Take heed, My dear Brother, that the 
tight which is in you be not darkneſs——that you do 
not become a blind leader of the blind. Beware 
that you do not live in darkneſs yourſelf, while you 
profeſs to diffuſe light to others that your own 
mind is ſavingly illuminated with the beams of Goſpel 
truth that you are in perſon juſtly numbered among 
the children of the light and of the day. And the 
day having dawned, and the day-Star ariſen in your 
heart, Let your —_— before men,“ by your 
doctrine and example, that they ſeeing your good 
works,” may embrace the light purſue its directions 
repair to Jeſus——and *glorify your Father which 
is in heaven.” our exalted ſtation will expoſe you 
to the view of ſurrounding ſpectators. You are as a 
city ſet on an hill. Your conduct will be obſerved, by 
the wicked, with the ſtricteſt exactneſs, and your fail- 
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ings noticed with a malicious joy. The envious plea. 
ſure which the wicked difcover in ſeeing and publiſh, 
ing the faults of the righteous, eſpecially Minifiers, 
ſhould be a ſtimulus with you to practiſe as well as 
preach the Goſpel of the grace of God, ———Labour 
therefore to adotn the doctrine of God our Saviour in 
all things to be a beauty and ornament to your pro- 
fęſſion. And though you may ſee others ſharing a 
greater degree of popular applauſe, and advanced to 
greater carthly emoluments; yet be contented with 
the ſtation allotted you by the great Head of the 
Church. hut it is your principal, your leading 
buſineſs to direct ſinners to Chriſt. To accompliſh 
this purpoſe. you are required to labour with diligence, 
fidelity and perſeverance. Conſider, Dear Sir, the im-. 
portance of the ſervice in which you are about to en- 
gage. It is not ſimply to point out a ſyſtem of mo- 
rality to your hearers,—it is not to entertain them with 
metaphyſical diſquiſitions on the one hand, nor with 
popular harangues on the other, —it is not to pleaſe 
the imagination. with a ſet of well-turned periods, or 
to tickle the fancy with unmeaning rhapſodies of florid 
expreſſions ;——but it is to direct them to Chriſt, -— 
to lead them from the ways of ſin and death, to the 
foundation of life and happineſs. . Their life, the life 
of their ſouls depends on their intereſt in Chriſt, If 
they fail of this they are loſt—loſt beyond the hope of 
recovery. Whatever inſtructions you may give them 
in other things, if they do not attain ta the knowledge 
of Chriſt, you labour in vain. Nay, if they fail of 
this through your neglect, your labour, to your own 
ſoul, is worſe than loſt : their blood will be required 
at your hands. To you is committed the care of theſe 
ſouls—-ſouls of immortal worth-—the. purchaſe of 
blood the blood of Chriſt to fave them from ruin, 
the Saviour gave his own moſt. precious life: — yet, 
though they are inconceivably precious, they may 
. periſh—— | 
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netiſh—they may be loſt forever—and, O' ſolemn 
Fought, hh ny be loſt through your neglect. K 
you are not faithful, their blood will be required 
your hands. Take heed, therefore leſt while you are 
buſy. here and, there, they ſhould be gone gone 
beyond the reach of mercy. And O, how full of an- 
guiſh muſt the thought be to us, of meeting in the 
future world, a ſoul loſt through our neglect, ſaying in. 
the bitterneſs of his ſpirit, ,** There is the * 75 

ide that brought me to this. Had you been faith- 
ul in warning me, I never ſnould have come to this 
place of torment.“ g-. BS ND 


Coxstokx, Sir, as motives to fidelity, the prayers that 
are offered up by this Church, and by all the friends 
of religion, for the faithfulneſs and ſucceſs of thoſe who 
are entering into the Goſpel-harveſt.Conſider the 
ſolicitude of your affectionate, ; your pious Parents ; 
whoſe anxious hearts beat with a tender, a trembling 
eoncern for your welfare and ſucceſs. - Many, un- 
doubtedly, are the prayers and tears with which they 
have commended you to God, and to the word of 
his grace. „ een not noms 11 

Azove all, Dear Sir, conſider the commands and 
promiſes of our bleſſed Redeemer. He ic is that 
commits theſe ſouls to your care. See him coming 
in the inſtitution and order of the Goſpel, and ſaying, 
«Theſe ſouls I commit to your charge——they are 
inconceivably precious ſouls for whom I have bled. 
See that none of them be loſ. if they periſh through 
your neglect, their blood will I require. at your hands 

——your life for the life of him that is loſt. - Be faith- 
ful in warning them, and whether they will hear or 
forbear, you ſhall not loſe your reward. © Behold I 
come quickly; and my reward is with me. “ My 
grace is ſufficient for you. Lo, Iam with. you alot, 
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If you faithfully diſcharge the duties of your office, a 
own of glory awaits you beyond the grave you 
chal reign with me in Paradiſe above. 
Wir theſe encouragements, with theſe promiſes of 
affiſtance and acceptance, go forth, My Friend, in the 
name and ſtrength of our divine Maſter, a labourer 
into his harveſt. Be faithful in his ſervice, and here-. 
after you ſhall ſhine as a Star of the firſt magnitude 
of diftinguiſhed luſtre, in the manfions of unfading 
glory. OO 0. 08 OOO RTE? 
To the Church and Congregation aſſembling in this 
place I turn the addreſs. 
Brethren and Friends, Tk 4 1 

Wr rejoice with you; that when the labours of your 
aged Paſtor were come a Period, the great Head of 
the Church ſent you this our Brother, to ſupply his 
place——that he is now about to be placed as an ad- 
ditional light in this golden candleſticx. But while 
you rejoice in your preſent favourable proſpects, forget 
not him who has long diſplayed the light of Goſpel- 
truth among you. Remember him who has long 
Had the rule over you, who has ſpoken unto you the 
word of God.” Neglect him not in his advanced age. 
Comfort him with your friendly viſits and ready ſupport 
under the decline of life. He has ſpent” his days and 
His ſtrength in your ſervice. His [abours have now 
ceaſed, and he is waiting the Lord's time to depart 
that he may be with Chriſt, While he continues among 
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you, bear him daily on your hearts at che throne of 
race. Reyerence, and eſteem him highly in love for 
f work 8 ſake —his paſt labours among this people. 


Resprerixd your Paſtor cleft, we hail the welcome, 
the auſpicious day——the day of his eſpouſals to this 
People. We commend him to you as a precious giſt 
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of our aſcendeg Saviour, ceelve him Wich — 
and joy. | Attend on his miniſtry with 
con * AP Purſue his ingtie, im let His 1 
Nigg lead ou to Jeſus t i N al 150 all ra 
Iabours. 155 dice in his lig 3 ich 5 
ban Adminiſter and 
gd comfort, dil LY be hour 
e e. S gitt of a Goſß 
3 as and precicus—it is an aſcenfion-pit * Fe 
have great ſe gf joy that tuch bleſſing 1 is beſtowee 
on yau. Hut remember you have this treafure 
an carthen, 7 Teh „ -« Breth türen, pray ofa of op 
work is great and laborious. "Fe is but a er 
pendent creature. He will need the dach 17 fie 


ꝓl grace to enable. him Do Ir fidelity, to 5 850 e 1 


duties of his Se i — A 5 
conſtant prayers. Encourage his l/ the 
aſſiſtanee you are able to beſſoy . Eſpec e 
him the encouragement of yaus ready CEN 
the word. Let his light have gits e W 
hearts. Let: it not be your condemnation. that 12 
den de ene e on TE 
* 8 greaten q 49 1 Wegte 5 
to ſee that he does 9 in vain, * ſev 
frength fon tought-—to' ſee the fruit "of 
the iousg the holy 2 ee 
* Behold, to obey is hetter than fact nd ro-hearken, 
than the fat of rams,” loony the; light Kol \Goſpel-inath, 
y his miniſtry, ſhine - into, your hearts.— eng toy 
miſts of error and deluſio — ay . of the | 
deemer's throne in your fouls. . — — 
will not profit you, unleſs it be 1 with faith. 
Attend therefore with faith in your hearts. Be nat 
ü hearers, but doers of the word.“ If you hear 
iin faith and love, the Goſpel will be a favour. of life 
unto life to your ſouls; but ity you hear in unbelief, if you 
flight and reject 1 it, it will be a ſavour of m__ _ 
cat 
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= If. you final! iſh, it will aggravate you? 
condemnation that 4-5 — Nighted Thefe ad advan- 
1 75 to his 1 therefore — i | 
0 * onyiction, and diſpoſitions ro profit by 
open * Let it not he, Fi compiz that he h 
ſtretc 17 out his hand, and no man fegarded—that he 
has 1 out his hands: all the day thto' a rebellious 


poop But by Your ready obedience to the word, let 


have the pleaſure of ſecing the work of the Lord 
proſper. in his hands. 1f. your Paſtor fithfutly dif- 
charges his duty, and you hear in faith, love — obe 
dience, you may 17 70 forward to that ha period 
Whep you. and he:{hall mutually an 155 5 rejoics 
together 1 in the real of unfadin; glo ory.” | 


15 a1 few words t to ONE numerous aſfembly c esel 


A Vaſt, a promiſcuous multitude is now convened-i in 
this Houſe—aflembled, in all probability, never to 
meet again in this world; A few. days more having 
elapſed; ſome of us halt undoubtedly be landed in the 
eterhal world. Naysg le will be but a ſhort time before 
che eyes of this numerous collection will all be cloſed 
In death, But though we may nevet ſee each _ 
again Mon earth, yet it is certain that we ſhall meet 

thetribinal of God the Judge of alle There we 


merkt for a purpoſe” far different from the — 
lere were aſſembled in a = romiſcuous throng—rhe 


Tightcous and the wicked perhaps occupying the ſame 
Teatsattendin to the fame preaching—enjoying the 
ſame eternal bleſſi ings.—There we'-ſhall meet to be 
ſeparated the righteous from the wicked never to meet 
aghin,'-Here the fighteous are aſſembled ſoon to be 
ſeparated. —There' they ſhall meet never to be ſepa- 

rated again to be eternally united in felicity and glory 
in the manſions of unfading bliſs: . Here the wicked 
are Intermixed wth the righteous, —>There: they m__ 
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be ſevered from among them ſhall hear the heart- 
rending ſentence, *« Depart from me, ye durſed into 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
Here the wicked in the aſſembly ſhall ſoon be ſepa- 
rated from each other. There they ſhall be eternally 
unitefin horror; and deſpair—confined in chains -of 
darkneſs, in the lake which burns with fire and brim- 
ſtone; where there is. weeping, wailing and gnaſhing 
of teeth. Let thele conſiderations, ſtimulate you. to 
come to the light, before your feet ſtumble on the dark, 
mountains of death, and you be ſent down to, dwell in 
the blackneſs of darkneſs for ever and ever. Let us all. 
Be excited to work, while the day of life is continued 
to attend to the things which belong to our peace, 
before they are hidden from our eyes. Let us conſider 
that dur all is at ſtake—our time is on the wing 
eternity is at hand after a few fleeting moments, we 
ſhall be fixed in an unalterable ſtate a ſtate of joy un- 
22 and full of glory; or of woe unutterable. 

et us therefore improve the preſent moment in pre- 
. paring for eternity, Let us lay hold on the hope ſet 
defore us in the Goſpel. Let us perſevere in the ways, 
of piety and religion. And when we have finiſhed 
our teſtimony on earth, may we receive the gracious 
plaudit of our Judge, Well done, good and faithful 
ſervants, enter ye into the joy of your Lord:” “ 
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By Tus Rev. Da. FOBES, or RAY NHAM. A 


N the Name of him who is King in Zion; in the 
name of the great Head of the Church, and by Au- 
thority derived from Hime his Miniſters, appomt- 
ed for this purpoſe, by the venerable Council here 
conven'd, have by Prayer and the laying on the Hand 
of the Preſbytery, ſeparated you, Mr. Edward Rich- 
mond, from all worldly profeſſions, and ordained you, 
a Miniſter of Chriſt, and his Church in general, more 
eſpecially a Colleague Paſtor, over this particular church 
and congregation. We now publickly pronounce, and 
declare, that you are a Miniſter. of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, regularly inducted into the ſacred office. 
We do therefore, not in our own names, not by our 
own authority, nor in words which man's wiſdom 
teacheth, but chiefly in thoſe which the Holy Ghoft 
teacheth, now commit unto you. that ſolemn Charge, 
which the book of God enjoins on all his Miniſters. — 


Me charge you before God, and the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who ſhall judge the quick and dead, at his 
appearing, ale heed to the miniſtry which you have 
received of the Lord, that you fulfil it.—Take heed 
to all the Flock over which you are made an Overſeer ; 
feed the Church of God, which he hath purchaſed 
with his own blood. Feed Chriſt's ſheep, and feed 
his lambs,- with knowledge and underſtanding.— Take 
heed to thyſelf and unto thy Doctrine. 


Take heed 10 thyſelf. Of all men, the Miniſters of 
Religion, have the moſt reaſon to be afraid of a painted 
Religion. Look at your own Heart. God looks 
there. See that your Heart is right with God; that 
you are experimentally acquainted, with that vital 

| religion, 
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religion, which is the ſame in every good man; that 
you yourſelf are à real /ubje of that grace which you 
preach to others, and that you grow in every grace, 
and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt.——You are now made the Keeper of another's 
Vineyard. Thine own Vineyard wilt thou not keep ? 
Thou which teacheſt another, /eache/t thou not thyſelf, 
to keep under thy body, leſt while you preach to 
others, you yourſelf ſhould be a caſtaway ?—— 


Take heed to your Converſation, — that it be fuch as 
becometh the Goſpel of Chriſt. You have exhibited 
a F eau profeſſion before many witneſſes. The eyes 
of your own people, the eyes of multitudes are upon 
E O be circumſpect, as a Biſhop of God be ame- 
eſs—be vigilant—be wiſe as a ſerpent, and harmleſs 
as the dove.——Be thou an example af the believers, 
in word, in converſation, in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, 
in purity—in all things ſhew thyſelf a pattern of 
good works. How forcible are right words | But great- 
er ſtill the Force of Example. Preach therefore by 
example, and pattern, as well as precept ; preach as 
the Apoſtle did, ſaying to your hearers, © be ye follow- 
ers of me even as 1 alf am of Chriſt, and as ye have 
me for an enſample.“ You are ſet for the defence 
4 the Goſpel. Endure hardnels, therefore, as a good 
oldier ot Jeſus Chriſt, and let no man deſpiſe thy 
youth. Lay your account with oppoſition ; you may 
find it, where it was leaſt expected. If fome of the 
hearers, of the greateſt and beſt miniſter that ever 
lived on earth, became his enemies, becauſe he told 


them the truth, what can wwe * from men of 


corrupt minds ; men, whoſe luſts and itching ears 
will not endure ſound Doctrine.——Fight the good 
ſight of faith; ſtem the torrent: with ſoft words, and 
hard arguments,. with the meekneſs of wiſdom and 
the meltings of compaſſion and benevolence, 3 
thole 
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- thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, peradventure God will give 
them repentance to the acknowledgment of the truth. 


Take heed to thy Doctrine preach not your/elf but 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and yourſelf a ſervant for Jeſus 
fake. Preach Jeſus and him crucified—-preach the 
Unſearchable Riches of Chriſt——preach the Word; 


be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ; warning every 
man and teaching every man publickly and from houſo 


to houſe. In the morning ſow thy ſeed, in the even- 


ing withhold not thy hand. Let your Doctrine, in 
publick, drop as the rain, and your ſpeech in private 
diftil as the dew. Reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
long-ſuffering : In Doctrine ſhew uncorruptneſs, gra- 
vity, ſincerity, and ſound ſpeech that cannot be con- 
demned. Call no man Maſter on earth, for one 
is your Maſter, even Chriſt. Unbribed by favour, and 
unappalled at danger, ſhun not to declare the whole 
Counſel of God. None of theſe things move me. 
Hold faſt the faithſul word, let the Book of God be 
the rule, the invariable rule of your faith, your preach- 
ing, and practice. Wreſt not the Scriptures, as ſome 
have done, to ſupport human Creeds, Teach not for 
doctrines the commandments of men. But teach your 
people as the grace of God hath taught us all, that 
denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſt, we ſhould live 
ſoberly, righteouſly and godlily in the world. To 
this end, we charge you, to give attendance to reading, 
to exhortation, to doctrine and prayer, meditate upon 
theſe things, give thyſelf wholly to them, that thy 
profiting may appear to all.——But above all, udy to 
ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, a workman that need- 
ech not to be aſliamed; a workman, who by mani- 
feſtation of the truth, commendeth himſelf to every 
man's conſcience in the ſight of God, rightly dividing 
the word of truth and giving to every one a portion 
in due ſeaſon Study to kno how thou oughtc/t 
to behave thyſelf in the Houſe of God, which is the 
4 | Church 
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Church of the living God; there you will preſide, 
and adminiſter, to the proper ſubjects, both the Sa- 
craments of the New Teſtament the holy Baptiſm 
and Supper of the Lord. There you will adminiſter 
the whole diſcipline of the Church, with impartiality ; 
not prefering one before another. Not lording it 
over God's Heritage. Not opening the door, to the 
prophane, nor ſhutting it againft the children of God; 
giving no offence in any thing, that the Miniſtry be 
not blamed. hBleſs the Congregation in the name 
of the Lord. And this Charge which you now hear 
from us; the ſame, commit thou to faithful men, who 
ſnall be able to teach others alſo - but lay hands ſud- 
denly on no man; neither be partaker of other men's 
ſins. Keep thyſelf pure; pure from the blood of all 
men. Match thou in all things, watch for ſouls, as 
one that muſt give account: with fear and trembling, 
you will remember, that if one ſoul ſhould be loſt 
through your neglect ; if you do not warn the wicked; 
he ſhall die in his iniquity, but his blood will be re- 
quired at your hand. But if you are found faithful 
you ſhall be 'plorious in the Eyes of the Lord, though 
Iſrael be not gathered: Jes, you will be unto God, a 
ſweet ſavor of Chriſt, in them that are ſaved, and in 
them that periſh. To the one; you will be a favor of 
Death unto Death, and unto the other, the ſavor of 
Life unto Liſe ; and who is ſufficient for theſe things 
4b who ?——Penetrated with a /en/e of your own in- 
ufficiency—with a ſenſe of the worth of fouls, and the 
ſolemnity of the Charge you have now received ;— 
ſtretch out thy hand, my young Friend, and the deſires 
of thy ſoul, to that compaſſionate Savior, who hath ſaid, 
to all his faithful miniſters, my grace is ſufficient for you, 
—lo J am with you alway, eden unto the end: lean not 
to 'your own underſtanding, nor rely on your own 
A but be thou ſtrong in the Grace that is in 
Chriſt Jeſus:——In fine, we give thee Charge, in the 
fabi of God, who quickneth all things; 2 _ 
clus 
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Jefus Chriſt, who. in the preſence of Pontius Pilate 
witneſſed a good confeſſion ; and before the elect 
Angels, whoſe hearts are filled with joy at the repen- 
tance of a ſinner; and before this numerous Aſſembly, 
whoſe eyes and ears have been open, to witneſs the 
ſolemn tranſactions of this day; we, now give thee, this 
our laſt Charge, © tbat thou obſerve theſe things''—and 
keep this Charge without ſpot, unrebukable, until the 
final appearing of our Lord Jeſus. Chriſt. 
Permit me now to change my voice, and intreat you. 
as a Brother, by all that is ſacred and dear to you, in 
time and to eternity, by the worth of ſouls, the price of 
blood, by all the motives which the hope of Heaven or 
fear of Hell, can ſuggeſt to an heir of immortality, I 
intreat you, dear Sir, to be faithful be faithful to your 
own ſoul, and to the ſouls of your dear Charge, and 
unto God the Judge of all, before whoſe tribunal, 
Miniſters and their People muſt ſhortly appear; be 
thou faithful unto Death :—Then, will you quit this 
field of conflict, this mortal, militant ſtate, with the 
ſacred laurels and triumphs of a good ſoldier of Jeſus 
Chriſt—Then, will you receive the Crown of Life, a 
Crown of Glory, a Crown, in which, every ſoul con- 
verted by your Miniſtry, will add a new illuſtrious Cem: 
and you will ſhine, through ages eternal, with thoſe 
who have been converted, and among thoſe who have 
turned many to righteouſneſs, like the brightneſs of the 
Sun, with — ſplendour. To your own abun- 
dant joy, and to the joy of countleſs millions of ſaints, 
and angels around the Throne —eſpecially, to the glory 
ot him, who ſitteth upon the Throne, and to the Lamb. 
for ever and ever. 


Deliver thy Servant O Lord, who hath received 
this Charge, and him who hath given it, from 
Blood-guiltineſs, and make all thy Miniſters 
wiſe 10 win ſouls to Chriſt, AMEN. 


— 
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RIGH T-HAND or FELLOWSHIP, 
By rus R, PHILIP CURTIS, or SHARON. 


Men, Brethren and Fatheis, Hearken ! | 

S Chriſt has the care of the Church committed 
X to him by God his Fither, ſ5"he takes care of it 
as a faithful ſhepherd does of his flock. Thus he has 
done, thus he is ſtill doing, and thus he will do to the 
end of time. Accordingly he is raiſing up of our 
ſons for Prophets, and our young men for Navaeitesuu 
qualifying them for ſending them forth to labeur in 
his vineyard; with this encouragement, Lo, Dam with 

you alway, even 16 the end of the world. 
Dear Sir, We look upon you, as one, called of Chriſt 
and ſont by ln 6% lbovr Hi-Oge part of His vinkyard, 
as a Colleague with your worthy Predeceffor, in the 
goſpel-miniſtry. - We wiſh you fucceſs in your under- 
taking, and that you may ſee the fruit of your labour 
to your qoy and nnr nnen 
Sir, we have ſeen; you introduced into your facred 
office. Hands have been laid upon you——prayers 
have been made over you and for you; and a folemn 
Charge from God has been given to you. What now re- 
mains is, the giving you the Right Hand of Fellowſhip. 


This cuſtom is of ancient date and long ſtanding in 
the Church of Chriſt. James, Cephas and John gave 
the Right Hand of Fellowſhip to Paul and Barnabas, 
when they perceived the grace of God given to them. 

Much is ſignified by it, and implied in ir. As, 
ih 3 1. An 
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1. Anequality of the. goſpel-miniſters. That they 
Rand upon a level having the ſame call, ſeparated to 
the ſame work, clothed withy the ſame authority and veſt- 
ed with the ſame power; to preach the goſpel and admi- 
niſter the ſeals of the coyenant of grace. This equality 
James; Cephas and John acknowledged, when they 
gave Paul and Barnabas the Right Hand. Thereby 
they owned them as pillars as much as themſelyes, and 
as apoſtles, no leſs than themſelves. 


2. Congratulations 5. is wiſhing) AR to o fach/; as 
enter upon the goſpel-miniſtry. Theugh their work 
is difficult and laborious, yet they, have reaſon to re- 
— partly on account of the honour done them, 

ut more eſpecially, on account of the proſpect they 
have of building up the Redeemer's Kingdom among 
their people. And when ve give the Right 
Hand, we wiſh the receiver's heart may expand with 
joy, and his countenance (| parkle with 2 ; 


ef; Our union in the faith and fellowſhip of the oof. 
is owned and ratified, ., As we eſpouſe the funda- 
ba principles of chriſtianity, preach the doctrines 
of grace and make Chriſt the great ſubject of our 
preachin ſo we declare ourſelves brethren in the 
Faith — fellowſhip of the goſpel. And our union 
herein is ratified by giving the Right Hand. 


4. Rec iprocal love and affection. When Jehu aſked 
1 Is thine heart right, as my heart is with 
thy heart, and found it was, he ſaid to him, Give me 
thy hand. 


This was expreſſive of mutual love and. affetion 
operating in their breaſts. . 


Theſe things are implied, and pointed out to us, in 
giving the Right Hand of F clowſhip. | | 


And 
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And now, dear Bir, uiich an eye to the apoſtolic ex- 
ample, in the name and at che deſire of this Counci 
1 give you obe Right Hand iſning the contents c 


it may take place between you and us. 
And as we give, ſo we expect to receiue, the Right 
Hand from you promiſing ourſelves that, your ,con- 
duct towards us will be accotflingly. 27% ABl 
Sir, we With you the divine preſence and -bleſling ; 
—ſucceſs in your miniſtry that you may turn many 
to > nome andat laſt; thine as the brightneſs of 
the firmament and as che ſtars forever and ever. 

Sir, you will remember, the prophets do not live 
forever. The goſpel-treaſure is put into earthen veſ- 
ſels, which art eaſily cracked, broken, and rendered 
uſeleſs. This you ſee verified, to a demonſtration, in 
the caſe of your worthy predeceſſor. But a few years 
Hnce,-how ſtrong, how athletic was his conſtitution ? 
But now, alas ! how is ;helimpaired with querulous dea 
crepitmels and human infirmity 1, You muſt expect to 
Jhare'the, ſame, fate with. thi . have gone before 
you in che goſpel-miniſtry, We wiſh. you map, at 
the cloſe of life and near Views of death, be able be: 
adopt the words of the apoſtle, I have fought a good 
fight, 1 have finiſhed my courſe, T have kept the faith: 
And may it be ſaid to you, well done, good and faith- 
ful ſervant, enter into your Maſter's _ 


I ſhall cloſe with an. addreſs to che church · of Chriſt 
ee eee eee 

Hoh brethren, partakem of the heavenly calling ; 
having given the: Right Hand to your Reverend. Paſtor, 
he's vere with your ancient miniſter, we. now: extend 
and give it to you——jcrebyſignityingtthat, xe con- 
ſidet you a true church of our Low Jeſus Chriſt, ac- 


cording to the conſtitution of the goſpel, and brethren 
* 4 — ; FF TT. : In 
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in the faith and fellowſhipof the goſpel : and do aſſure 
you of our readineſs to aſſiſt you with our beſt counſel, 
if deſired, and that we expect the ſame from you. 


We have not forgotten your ancient miniſter, who 
has been and till is dearly beloved, highly eſteemed 
and greatly reſpected, both by miniſters and people, 
through the vicinity. But by none, more than by 
myſelf who have had ſo long experience of his ſupe- 
rior worth. 5 | 

We with he might continue, as he has been, an ex- 
ample to the believers in word, converſation, faith, 
purity and ſpirit ; and be ſtill ſerviceable to religion, 
and inſtrumental}in building up the Redeemer's king. 
dom, by his prayers and examples, counſels and in- 
ſtructions. Pity n | 

We rejoice with you, in ſeeing ſettled with your 
ancient Paſtor, a Colleague,” who, we truſt is ſent by 
Chriſt, and will prove a bleſſing ta you. 

We promiſe ourſelves, he will feed you with know- 
ledge and underſtanding, and will recommend religion 
to you, by his. examples, as well as, by his inſtructions. 
And, we wiſh he may ſhine in this candleſtick of Chriſt, 
as a bright Star, and, prove a bleſſing to you and yours, 
as his predeceſſor has been. NE . 

To cloſe in a word, Brethren, for not your Mini- 
ſters. You may depend upon it, they will not forget 
you. Remember them in your prayers. Carry them 
in the arms of faith and prayer to the throne of grace 
for a bleſſing—and attend upon the word preached, 


without prejudice or partiality and receive With 
meekneſs the ingrafted word, which is able to ſave 
your ſouls. And, that this may be the caſe with yu 
all, may God grant through Jeſus Chriſt; to whom be 

glory in the church, world without end. A MEN. 
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